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RE: Raritan Bay Slag — EPA-HQ SFUND-2009-0062

Dear Docket 'C00rdinator,

I write-on behalf Clean Oceari Action (COA) and the,Bayshore Regional Watershed Council. COA
isa broad-baSed coalition of 125.conservation, environmental, fishing, boating, diving, student,

smfing, women's, business, service, and coinmimity groups and also represents concemed citizens

and businesses. Our goal is to improve the degraded water quality of the marine waters off the New

'JerseyINew York coaSt "The Bayshore Regional Watershed Council is dedicated to the restoration,

.protectlon sustalnable use; and en_| oyment of Rantan Bay Sandy Hook Bay and the watershed

reglon

We urge the United States: Environmerital Protection Agency (USEPA) to designate the Raritan Bay '
Slag site for inclusion on the National Priority List, also known as Superfimd. COA also supports
VUSEPA’s conducting this action_by_ uSing the Emergency Removal Branch.

]
§

J

- USEPA must cont1nue to expedlte this 1nvest1gatlon and cleanup through the Emergency Removal
. Branch and must assign the remedial portlon of this site to their most qualified person possible. The
- agency must be aggressive in its approach to getting the investigation complete, and stay motivated
to seek public 1nput and fast-track the cleanup. This is not a site USEPA should assign to someone
with limited experience, or to someone who will not devote 100 percent both personally and
professronally
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There are some environmental justice concems for the affected region. The USEPA must ensure
that Environmental Justice as defmed by the agency as “the:fair treatment and meanzngful
involvement of all)peaple regardless of race, color, national origin, or income”
with respect to the development implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws T
Siers Club, N] Shote Chagter .
S i Shors Clair regulatzons and policies” is carried out during-this Superfind remediation process.
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We also request that the_USEPA:

Complete the 1nvest1gatlon and remedjation of the beach _|etty, sea wall and contam1nated
. sediments through the emergency removal branch. ' -

-

Document the full extent of contamination in the reglon as lead particles may have been
- transported by rain and runoff as well as the movement of water and sediments due to
currents and tides. Remediate any additional contam1nated areas that are identified in a
- timely manner, - . -

= - Maintain an USEPA office on-site and conduct an expedlted and consistent outreach
' campaign to the Raritan Bayfront communities and Raritan Bay users across the region.




. Immed1ately establ1sh a Commun1ty Advisory Group (CAG) that includes representat1on from all
-affected groups and 1nd1v1duals including fishermen, boaters commun1t1es advocacy groups,
and residents along the ent1re Rantan Bayfront ' : »

- ~ Produce a detailed fact sheet and set up an ‘ftp’ ﬁle-shanng site to publ1cly upload documents and
-information as soon as they are ava1lable :

~ A

' )
*  Produce fact sheets in several languages and act1vely and aggress1vely inform the public,

fishermen and boaters of all of USEPA’s facts, data, restrictions, and plans. D1str1bute to all
regional marinas, bait shops, and stores in the Raritan Bayshore area. ' .

* Conduct extensive b1oaccumulat1on testing on worms, clams crabs, and: ﬁsh espec1ally the fish -
being c\onsumed by subsistence ﬁsherman from the affected regions and determine health r1sks -
* - and ecological criteria. ‘ : :

= Include a portion of the El Paso Energy s1te on River Dr1ve/Industr1al Avenue in the Keasbey
sect1on in Woodbndge NJ asa port1on of the Hartman’s pond on s1te is constmcted of the same
slag mater1al , : L o ’ VA

. Include any add1t1onal slag sites located in the Raritan Bay complex found in the course of the
investigation L I /

f

The fact that this. contam1nat1on has been well known and ignored for years 1s scandalous It has resulted
in years of public and aquatic life exposure with untold adverse impacts. Furthermore, this siteis an
“environmental and public health tragedy. The contamination has further restricted beach and waterfront
access and has l1kely decreased real estate values, fishing activities, tourism, and recreational usage of the
shore. Until it is fully cleaned up, the contamination has a severe negative impact on the economy of the '
- Raritan Bayshore community and businesses.” As such, the USEPA must do everything it possibly.can to
assign the right team to this site and expedite the investigation and cleanup of all slag ahd slag-related
contam1nat1on and ensure env1ronmental just1ce for the affected region. . \ -

S1ncerely, _. o ! ‘ D

Cynthia Zipf . -
Executive Director - —

- Joseph Reynolds : '
. Co-Chair, Bayshore Reg1onal Watershed Counc1l

cc:.  ‘President Barack Obama - L oo SR

.+ Senator Frank Lautenberg - - _ . _ T
' Senator Robert Menedez o C ' -

Congressman Frank Pallone ' - L '
Govemor Jon Corzine A . o . T,

US EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson . I S

"US EPA Comm1m1ty Coord1nator Pat Sepp1 - : '
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